[Beta(o)/beta(o) thalassemia with a mild phenotype].
We report the case of a 30 years old patient of Algerian origin, presenting a beta-thalassemia major with a phenotype of intermediate severity. Its genotype is beta(o)/beta(o), leading to a complete absence of beta-globin synthesis. This genotype is usually responsible for major clinical complications and a severe anaemia requiring regular transfusions. However, the patient presents with a mild form of the disease and a moderate relatively well tolerated anaemia. This phenotype was found related to a high level of synthesis of foetal haemoglobin, dependent most probably on an homozygous state for the polymorphism (XmnI -158, C>T) in the promoter of the Ggamma gene. This observation shows that it is important to keep in mind that beta-thalassemia major may have a mild or intermediate phenotype because of polymorphisms of the beta locus.